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USE THIS CHECKLIST TO HELP MAKE SURE YOU 
HAVE ALL ITEMS COMPLETED PRIOR TO YOUR DEPARTURE

__ Flight Itinerary has been e-mailed to Go
__ All payments have been made (See Submerge Important Dates for details) 
__ All packing list items are packed
__ Proof of insurance has been emailed
__ Medical Forms have been emailed
__ Release of Liability Forms have been emailed
__ Passport Copies have been emailed
__ I have in my possession; Passport, Spending Money, Medical Forms, Release of Liability Forms.
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welcome.
Welcome to Submerge a multi-month mission trip that is geared to awaken your heart and soul.  We 
believe that this experience is going to cause you to grow in many ways. There is a famous missionary 
T.L. Osborne who said, “When you look into the faces of another people in another country you will be 
forever changed.” We are praying that for you. We believe that as you go and serve people, as you learn 
each day, as you use your gifts to help others that your life would be changed as well. 

As an organization one of our Core Values is Community. We believe that it’s important to do life 
together. If at any point of your journey towards getting overseas to do Submerge you feel discouraged, 
overwhelmed, or alone please reach out to us. We are here for you.  Also, feel free to post questions on 
our Facebook Group that you have most likely already been invited to.  Our staff and some of our 
Submerge Alumni are active on the forum and are happy to help you with anything you need. 

We have compiled this booklet with everything you need to help you along your journey.  Take time to 
read over all of it’s contents as there is pertinent information in each section. If you have any questions 
about your trip feel free to shoot us an email at: admissions@submerge.tv or call us at 1.866.992.2554

So, get ready to travel the world. 
Get ready to serve others. 
Get ready to learn how to live your dreams. 

Journeying Together, 

Greg and Christa Baca
Founders of Go International.tv
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payments
We understand that often the most intimidating part of making a decision like the one you’ve made to join 
Submerge, is the financial aspect.  We believe that if you feel that you are to be part of this program that 
part of what God wants to do in your life begins even now as you prepare.  Trust him, work hard, think 
creatively, and do not quit.  We believe that if you do those things you will get the money you need.  

We always encourage people to break down the numbers into small pieces that are attainable.  For 
instance if you were to find 13 people who were willing to support you at $50 a month for one year, you 
would have paid for the entire program plus have some spending money each month.  Get started early 
as time is your friend when raising funds.   As a step of faith send in your first payment quickly so that you 
can get the ball of momentum rolling.  

Don’t let the seeming enormity paralyze you.  Take small steps daily and you will accomplish your 
fundraising goal.  Check out the fundraising section of this packet for ideas that others have found helpful 
when raising money.

There are two ways that people can make donations to your Go account:

1).  ONLINE:  For your convenience we’ve provided you with an online social payment platform to aid you 
in your fundraising efforts.  You can create your own fundraising profile that is equipped with progress 
bars so donors can see where you are at in your fundraising campaign.  This platform also allows donors 
to donate on a monthly basis to your trip and you will have real time access to your donation page so you 
can know exactly who has donated and how much has come in.

To get started collecting funds online visit www.classy.org/sumberge and create your profile.   You'll notice 
that there is already some template content provided to you.  Please update and personalize your page.  
You will also want to personalize the "Thank You” email that will go out to your donors.

Once you have created your fundraising page you can link it to blogs, social networks, and e-blasts. 
  These funds will be deposited directly into your account minus a 5%-7% processing fee (depending on 
the card that is used) which is charged by the processing company, Classy.org.  

2). CHECKS:  Donors can make donations to your account by making checks payable to Go 
International.   Any cash donations you receive will need to be converted to a money order or check. 
Instruct donors to send checks directly to you. Mail the checks along with any other donations to: Go 
International, PO Box 784, Springerville, AZ 85938. With each group of checks sent to Go International 
you will need to mail a completed “Payment Slip”. This insures that your funds will be credited to your 
account.  Click here to download a payment slip. 

Go International, Inc is the parent organization of Submerge and is a registered 501c3 organization.  This 
means that donations your donors make to your trip can be tax deductible.  Occasionally a donor may 
request the EIN for Go International, Inc, which is:  20-4381763.

Please refer to the “Important Dates” schedule attached in your acceptance e-mail for your 
payment schedule. 
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living expenses
Submerge provides housing for all team members. You can check out our current base by clicking here. 
In addition, the housing price includes our own Submerge chef who will prepare all team members meals. 
 This ensures that team members will have access to healthy food as well as maintain our food-safety 
standards. (A typical breakfast would include choice of eggs, toast, cereal, oatmeal, french toast, fruit, 
yogurt, or pancakes. A typical lunch would include sandwiches and chips or a salad. Dinners are hot 
meals with a mix of both local and American cuisine.) 

The monthly cost for living expenses covers the following: furnished housing equipped with internet, local 
cell phone, transportation to all Submerge functions, three meals per day including one meal that is 
cooked for you each day. You will want to bring some extra cash for your visa renewal, snacks, 
travel outside of ministry, souvenirs and sightseeing. 

Prior to your arrival, you must have your first installment of living expenses ($650) turned in.  In addition 
you must have your living expenses pledged for the remainder of the program prior to your departure via 
our online giving portal.  If you leave the program early you are still required to complete the payment of 
your living expenses for the remainder of the program.  Also, a $250 security deposit is required for all 
Submerge members that will be refunded after any deductions have been made for damages/ and or 
losses. 

flight info
Please refer to the “Important Dates” Info sheet for details on when you should book your flights to Quito. 

Flight Arrival*: Upon arriving to the Quito International Airport you will first have to go through the 
immigration line.  Be sure to have your passport on you and to have your completed custom declarations 
forms (given to you on the flight) in hand.  On your forms indicate that you are a student coming for an 
educational experience.  Use the following address on the form:
Cosmopolitan Parc
Portugal Y Shyris
Departamento 1009 
Quito, Ecuador 

Once you have made it out of immigration you will proceed to the baggage claim to retrieve your luggage. 
 From there you must pass through one additional customs line where they will X-Ray your bags.  After 
the customs check make your way toward the exit. To the right you will see a cafe called “The Amazon 
Cafe” where you will find Go International staff members waiting inside with a sign that says “Submerge”. 
 If you do not see them right away do not go outside of the terminal, stay and wait inside until you see 
them. 
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In the event there is a delay or you miss your flight stateside please keep us informed by messaging us in 
the Submerge Facebook group.  The local phone number that you can use to reach us in Ecuador is: 
099-638-6969

passport & visa
You must have a valid US Passport that does not expire for at least one year from the date of entry.  You 
can apply for a passport at many US Postal offices.  Here is a link you may find helpful:  https://
www.usps.com/shop/apply-for-a-passport.htm

Go International will assist you with the entire visa process for your stay here in Ecuador.  Currently, the 
Visa process is that upon arrival* you will be issued a 90 day tourist visa.  As the date approaches for 
your Visa expiration we will assist you in renewing your visa. As a team member of Submerge you are 
required to renew your visa.  The (current) cost for this is approximately $250.00. 

*This information is subject to change based on laws and visa regulations. 

insurance
It is required that you have an international insurance plan prior to your arrival on the ground.  If you are 
currently insured your coverage may already extend internationally.  Please check with your provider and 
if you are indeed covered; we will need you to fax us a proof of insurance prior to your arrival.  If you do 
not have an international insurance plan you can purchase one here:  http://
www.missiontripinsurance.com

vaccines 
There are no required vaccines to visit Ecuador.  However, the State Department recommends that you 
be up to date on all of your basic inoculations.  For additional recommendations please refer to the Center 
for Disease Control website and consult with your personal health care provider for updated information 
on what inoculations you may need for the trip.

packing
For international travel, you are permitted two suitcases for your personal items of 50 LBS or less, 
and one carry-on bag that must meet federal regulations. Go International cannot be held responsible 
for baggage fees or lost or stolen baggage. Check with your airline to see if additional baggage charges 
apply.  

As a growing missions organization we are always in need of supplies from the United States.  If you are 
not planning on filling your luggage to capacity please let us know if you are willing to bring some items 
from the States for our base. 

For classes you will need: Current laptop with wi-fi capabilities and a current version of Adobe 
Photoshop as well as a monthly subscription to Square Space (The platform that we use to teach all of 
our web design classes) . Bible, notebooks and pens are also needed for class. (If you have any 
questions about which version of Photoshop you need please email us at admissions@submerge.tv) 
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For our Ministry Events you will need to pack: 
*You may want to pack more of these items as we will wear them weekly for ministry and outreach 
programs. 

For our Art Campaigns you will need to pack: 
◦ Black T-shirt (You will wear this several times during the trip) 
◦ Primary colored T-shirt (You will wear this several times during the trip)
◦ One bright neon shirt 
◦ White t-shirt (You will wear this several times during the trip)
◦ Dark Blue Jeans (You will wear these jeans with each of the shirts listed above so you 

may want to pack several for the trip)

For our Children's outreaches you will need to pack: 
◦ One Costume; This can be something simple such as brightly colored workout clothes or 

a character you create such as a puppy dog or clown.  The theme of all of our children’s 
events are designed around a Circus. You can see photos here to get ideas for what to 
pack. You will want to customize your outfit with clown makeup or other accessories.  
(You will wear this weekly during the trip) If you have questions about this feel free to 
email us at info@gointernational.tv 

For our Work Projects you will need to pack: 
◦ Clothes that you don’t mind getting dirty or ruined

For our special events
◦ Girls: Pack an outfit that you would wear for a night on the town.  (Please dress 

modestly.) 
◦ Guys: Dinner-date attire: nice jeans or slacks, dress shirt, button up, or black polo. 
◦ You may want to pack a more formal outfit in case you are invited to a wedding or any 

formal event. 

Other items to pack: 
• Notarized forms: Medical Release &  Travel Release
• Towels & Washcloths
• Bedding for a Twin Size Bed (Sheets, pillow cases, sleeping bag or comforter, pillow. These items 

are very expensive to purchase in Quito. For example,  a  twin sheet set will run about $40-80, a 
towel about $12-30) A great way to conserve space in your bag for these items is by using 
vacuum-sealed space-saver bags.

• You may have the opportunity to spend the night out of town or you may want to go camping, for 
which you may want to pack a sleeping bag.  

• Toiletries (We recommend that you pack all your liquid toiletry items in Ziplock bags or seal 
closed with packing tape; liquids have a tendency to explode during flights due to air pressure.)

• Bible
• Notebook
• Pens
• You may want to pack a small Umbrella (for a portion of your trip it will be during the rainy 

season) 
• Sunscreen with a SPF of 50 or higher
• Antibacterial gel
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• Water Bottle (You will use this everyday) 
• Swimsuit
• Tennis shoes or boots for walking 
• Warm coat (evenings can get chilly in Quito and surrounding areas)  Most evenings the 

temperature is around 50 degrees, but it can dip as low as 30-40 degrees. 
• Ibuprofen: If you use this item you will want to bring it with you.  Ibuprofen cannot be purchased in 

Ecuador without a prescription. 

Recommended Packing List
• Camera
• Sunglasses
• Hat
• Modest Shorts
• Sweaters and or light jacket
• Travel Alarm Clock 
• Flashlight

Dress Code: Wear what you normally wear with the understanding that there may be some occasions 
where specific dress code may be needed for cultural sensitivity. When we are ministering, dress 
fashionably.  Bring one or two outfits that you can get dirty as we may do some construction/ painting for 
outreaches.  

Cell Phones:  Upon arrival you will be provided with use of a local cell phone loaded with a set number of 
minutes which is intended to be used for communicating to team members, arranging logistics, and in 
case of emergency.  At your discretion you may choose to purchase additional minutes and text 
messages. 

Smart Phones: If you have a smart phone in the U.S. you may find it useful to have with you here when 
wifi is available.  There are many great apps that make communicating back to the states very 
convenient.  You may consider purchasing an online Skype number and subscribing to a U.S. unlimited 
plan.  This will allow you to make and receive unlimited calls to and from the U.S. for approximately $6.99 
per month plus the cost of purchasing the Skype Number.  Visit Skype.com for details.

If you have any questions about packing feel free to email Christa directly. cbaca@gointernational.tv

weather
Quito has a very temperate climate (Think San Diego with a little more chilly evenings.) The temperature 
ranges from a low of 40 degrees in the mornings and evenings to a high of 85 in the afternoons. Everyday 
you will dress in layers: t-shirts and jackets etc. You may want to bring one warm jacket as it can get cold 
at nights occasionally. It rains a lot, so you may want to pack a poncho or umbrella. In the rainy season, 
the weather is cooler and you may want to wear boots and warm clothing.  In the summer months the 
days are much warmer and the sun is very strong. The running joke among the locals about the weather 
is that they have all four seasons in one day. 

There is no central heating or air in Ecuador.  If you get cold when you are sleeping then you will want to 
pack a warm blanket or sleeping bag. If you get warm at night you may want to bring a small fan. 
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schedule 
While schedules vary based on ministry opportunities, the normal week for Submerge is: 

Tuesday:  Team meeting and ministry

Wednesday - Friday:  Classes and ministry.

Saturday: Ministry

Sunday: Church in the morning.  Afternoon and evening off.

Monday:  Day off

Our weekly schedule begins on Tuesday with classes on Wed - Friday and ministry in the afternoons and/
or evening.  On Saturdays we connect with local churches for outreaches and campaigns throughout the 
city. You can see an overview of our current schedule described here. 

prayer
We ask that as you prepare these last details that you would also begin to prepare your heart for this 
experience.  Here are a few things we would like you to pray for:

-  Team Unity

-  Safety

-  Favor with local authorities

-  Great Ministry Connections

-  Health for our team

-  Creative Outreach Ideas

-  Finances to come in for all team members

-  Easy Cultural Adjustment/Transition

-  Grace to Learn Spanish
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faq
 
WHAT WILL THE TYPICAL DAILY SCHEDULE LOOK LIKE?

Be sure to check out the "Daily Life" section of our website.  It will give you an in-depth understanding 
about what a day in the Submerge program truly looks like. 

While schedules vary based on ministry opportunities, the normal week for Submerge is:

Tuesday - Friday:  classes and ministry

Saturday: ministry

Sunday & Monday:  Days off

Our daily schedule begins with classes Tuesday- Friday and ministry in the afternoons and/or evening.  
On Saturdays we connect with local churches for outreaches and campaigns throughout the city.

SUBMERGE IS AN OVERSEAS EXPERIENCE, BUT WHAT IF I DON’T WANT TO BE A MISSIONARY?

Go International is continually evolving and while we do have a missions emphasis, the Submerge 
program is not wholly focused on it.  Our hope is that we could redefine the term “Missionary” to be less 
about geography and more about people who go into their world fully understanding their mission in life. 
We believe that each of us has a mission that we must discover, unearth, and use our skills in that field to 
bring change in our world.  Our curriculum is focused on helping you define your mission and providing 
you with skills to help you accomplish it.

For those whose mission is to serve overseas, what better way  to learn than by living on the mission 
field?  By efficiently training missionaries overseas,  we hope eradicate the stall-out  that comes in-
between training and moving internationally.  Many of those students who feel a call towards living 
overseas will have access to prospective ministry opportunities upon graduating with our various ministry 
affiliates.

HOW LONG DOES THE PROGRAM RUN?

The program is a five-month experience with an optional five month extension Leadership track called 
Summit.

WHAT IS THE COST OF THE PROGRAM?

Tuition:  $2,950

Living Expenses:  The cost of monthly housing, transportation, and food is $3,250 and can be paid 
monthly. You will need to make a cleaning deposit of $150 prior to coming.  Living expenses can be paid 
on a monthly basis. 

WHERE DO SUBMERGE TEAM MEMBERS LIVE?
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Team members live together in our Go International Base. Housing is located in a safe sector of town and 
conveniently positioned within walking distance of many local restaurants, movie theaters, malls, and 
parks. The base houses males and females in separate section of the base.  

FOOD: WHAT IF I HAVE A SPECIAL DIET?

We understand that many people have food restrictions and diet preferences.  Each of the Submerge 
meals are cooked by our own chef who prepares meals with both food safety and health in mind. While 
the majority of our meals are healthy, we cannot solely provide meals that cater to food preferences 
(gluten free, dairy free, vegetarian diet etc.).  We have had many participants join us in Submerge with 
these restrictions and we encourage them to budget a small amount of additional money to purchase their 
own food in the event that our pre-planned meals conflict with their diet preferences.

WHAT KIND OF COMPUTER AND SOFTWARE DO I NEED?

A current-model laptop with wifi capacity is required to attend.   Adobe Photoshop version 6 or higher is 
needed in order to participate in graphic design classes.

CAN I HAVE A JOB WHILE ENROLLED IN SUBMERGE?

US and International Students: You will be visiting the country on a visa that does not allow you to work in 
the country.  We do not prohibit team members from holding an online job while they are in the program.  
However, we do not adjust our schedule to accommodate participants work schedule.  Team members 
are required to be at all events. 

National Students: No. The Submerge schedule is such that you will not have time to hold another job 
while attending.

CAN I ATTEND OTHER FORMS OF SCHOOLING WHILE ENROLLED IN SUBMERGE?

Some of our students have opted to take online classes while enrolled in Submerge; however, as a 
member of Submerge you are required to attend all events so studies would need to take place during 
your free time.

AS A SUBMERGE TEAM MEMBER, WILL I BE ABLE TO PARTICIPATE IN ANY GO INTERNATIONAL 
MISSION TRIPS?

As a team member, you will have the opportunity to participate on a number of mission trips. These trips 
are optional.  

WHAT IF I HAVE ALREADY BEEN TO BIBLE SCHOOL OR COLLEGE?

You are welcome in the program regardless of whether or not you have graduated from Bible School or 
college. Submerge is geared towards practical learning and life application. Some of our current team 
members are Bible school and/or college graduates. Also, many of the students who have previously 
attended school find that the program enriches their education by providing them with a unique practical 
outlet for what they have already learned.

HOW OLD DO I NEED TO BE TO JOIN SUBMERGE?

The program is open to people ages 18-28.

SUBMERGE • DIVE INTO CULTURE 



WHAT IS INCLUDED IN THE PRICE?

Tuition of $2,950 covers the cost of all of your classes and program curriculum for the program.

Monthly fee of $650 covers the following: furnished apartment equipped with high speed internet, local 
cell phone, transportation to all Go International functions, three meals per day prepared for you by our 
Go International chef. (A typical breakfast would include choice of eggs, toast, cereal, oatmeal, french 
toast, fruit, yogurt, or pancakes.  A typical lunch would include sandwiches and chips.  Dinners are hot 
meals with a mix of both local and American cuisine.)   You will want to bring some extra cash for snacks, 
personal items, travel outside of ministry, souvenirs and sightseeing.

DO I HAVE TO GET VACCINES?

Vaccines: There are no required vaccines to visit Ecuador.  However, the State Department recommends 
that you be up to date on all of your basic inoculations.  For additional recommendations please refer to 
the Center for Disease Control website and consult with your personal health care provider for updated 
information on what inoculations you may need for the trip.

WILL I HAVE A CELL PHONE?

Cell Phones:  Upon arrival you will be provided with use of a local cell phone loaded with a set number of 
minutes which is intended to be used for communicating to team members, arranging logistics, and in 
case of emergency.  At your discretion you may choose to purchase additional minutes and text 
messages.

Smart Phones: If you have a smart phone in the U.S. you may find it useful to have with you here when 
wifi is available.  There are many great apps that make communicating back to the states very 
convenient.  You may consider purchasing an online Skype number and subscribing to a U.S. unlimited 
plan.  This will allow you to make and receive unlimited calls to and from the U.S. for approximately $6.99 
per month plus the cost of purchasing the Skype Number.  Visit Skype.com for details.

DO I NEED INTERNATIONAL INSURANCE?

International Insurance: It is required that you have an international insurance plan prior to your arrival on 
the ground.  If you are currently insured your coverage may already extend internationally.  Please check 
with your provider and if you are indeed covered we will need you to fax us a proof of insurance prior to 
your arrival.  If you do not have an international insurance plan you can purchase one here:  http://
www.missiontripinsurance.com

CAN I RAISE MONEY TO BE PART OF SUBMERGE?

Submerge is powered by Go International.tv, a non-profit based in the United States. Doing fundraisers is 
a great way to raise money for your trip and get people involved in what you are doing.  When people 
make donations for your trip, let them know that they can use it as a tax write-off if they donate with a 
check.  When you apply you will be given a manual that has guidelines that will help make your 
fundraising efforts successful.

 

IS GO INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATED WITH A CHURCH OR MINISTRY?

Go International works with many churches, denominations  and organizations around the world.  In 
Quito, we are involved with a church plant that Go International has started here called ONE UIO. 
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fundraising
Doing fundraisers is a great way to raise money for your trip and get people involved in what you are 
doing.  When people make donations for your trip, let them know that they can use it as a tax write-off if 
they donate with a check.  Below are some helpful guidelines that will make fundraising as successful as 
it can be for you.  

Always have a goal in mind. If you are going to have a car wash don’t just stand there with buckets in 
hand, set a goal. As people drive by hold signs that say, “Help us meet our goal of washing 50 cars 
today”! If you are selling something, ask people to meet a specific goal; draw a big thermometer and color 
it in as the goals are being met. This gives people a direct place to get involved. 

Be creative! Creativity is the key to successful fundraising.  Ask God for innovative ideas and strategic 
ways to raise the money for your trip.  Dress up in costumes to advertise events, hold signs, make 
banners, think of as many ideas as you can to be different. When you stand out, you compel others to 
support and be a part of what you are doing. 

Pray.  Thank God for supplying all that you need

Here are some creative fundraising ideas to help you get started:

Silent auction: Some ways to get items for a silent auction: 
1. Have local businesses donate items or services. 
2. Have friends, church, or family members donate items or services. 

At the auction, have tables set up with the items to be auctioned and a lined sheet of paper with the name 
of the item written on top.  Write a starting bid at the top of the page. You will want to make a rule for the 
minimum bid so that each time a bid is placed it is not less than this amount ($1.00 or $5.00 minimum 
works good depending on the type of items you have at your auction).  People can begin placing bids on 
the items until the auction is officially over. 
Supplies needed: Items to auction off, tables, and paper.

Car wash: Have friends or family help you organize a local car wash.  You can speak with fast food 
restaurants, gas stations, or local businesses about holding a car wash at their location.  
Supplies needed:  Several long hoses, soap, bug and tar remover, rags, buckets, sponges, dollar bills, 
and coin change.

Bake sale/ Pie auction: Hold a bake sale at your school, craft fair, or church.  Have friends or family 
bake items to sell. You can sell items at a suggested price, allow for donations, or do a silent auction on 
each baked good.  It is also a good idea to sell coffee, soda, or bottled water at this event.
Supplies needed: Baked items, price tags or signs, beverages, cups, plates, napkins, tables, tablecloths, 
dollar bills, and coin changes.
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Lawn Care: Print flyers off and hand them out to your neighbors, or hang signs in the area offering your 
lawn service. This can be a year round fundraiser! You can rake leaves, shovel snow, or cut grass 
depending on the season. 
Supplies needed: Summer: lawn mower, weed eater, rake, and lawn bags.  Fall: rake, leaf bags.  Winter: 
shovel, ice melt. 

Candy bar sales: This is a great fundraiser (as long as YOU don’t eat all the candy bars!) Purchase 
candy bars at a local discount club or grocery store and sell for either a donation or for $1.00.  You can 
talk to your local grocery store or discount club about selling candy outside their store. 
Supplies needed: Candy or candy bars, dollar bills, and coin change. 

Garage sales: Have friends or family donate items to sell at a garage sale. Hang signs to advertise in all 
directions. Make sure you include the address and time of the sale. 
Supplies needed: Tables, price stickers, posters, markers, change in dollar bills, and coin change.

Spaghetti/ Enchilada/ Taco Dinner/ Pancake Breakfast: Raise money by selling tickets to a special 
dinner.  Keep the menu simple, yet tasty. You’ll need to get your friends to help serve and cook.  On the 
tables you can place envelopes or baskets for people to make additional donations. This also works great 
in conjunction with another event, such as a bake sale or silent auction. 
Supplies needed: Food, drinks, cups, napkins, silverware, plates, trash bags, decorations, tablecloths, 
and tickets. 

A- thon: Have people pledge money for participating in an activity for a predetermined distance or time. 
For example: In a Walk-A-Thon, have people pledge a certain amount of money for each mile you walk. 
A-Thons can be done in different ways such as bowling, golfing, walking, swimming, or any other activity 
you can think of.
Supplies Needed: Sign up sheet and activity.

Egghead: Go door-to-door explaining to people about your mission trip and ask them if they would like to 
crack an egg over your head for $5 or whatever price you select (most of the time you get lucky and get 
the money without the egg).
Supplies needed: Eggs, towels, an envelope to put money in, and dollar and coin change.

Gift-wrapping: Ask a toy store or Christian bookstore if you could set up a table for gift-wrapping 
presents around the holiday season.  Put a jar out for donations, and tape posters around the table 
advertising that it’s for missions.
Supplies needed: Wrapping paper, scissors, tape, gift bags, tissue paper, jar for donations, table, and 
posters.

Christmas Caroling: Dress up in holiday costumes and spread Christmas cheer to your neighborhood. 
 Sing them the Christmas carol of their choice.  Tell them that you are going on a mission trip and ask 
them if they would like to make a donation. Be sure to tell them that all checks made payable to Go 
International can be used as a tax write-off. 
Supplies Needed: Costumes and your best singing voice.
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Roses for Mother’s Day or Valentines Day: Purchase roses from a local florist (they might donate them 
to you if you tell them your cause) and sell them to friends or at church.
Supplies needed: Roses, tables, dollar bill and coin change. 

Throw a party:  Charge an admission fee to get in the door. You can ask friends who have a local band if 
they would throw a benefit concert for your cause. 
Supplies needed: Food, tables, and music.

Rent a hand: You and a friend offer to do any kind of work for donations.  Ideas for your services can 
include: Yard work, clean out a garage or basement, weeding a garden, cleaning gutters, window 
washing, car detailing etc. 
Supplies needed: Supplies vary according to what job you do. 

Talent show: You and your friends can host a talent show. Charge admission to get in the door. 
Supplies needed: Tables, chairs, sound system and lots of talent. 

EBay: Get people to donate items they no longer use, such as antiques, records, or random items and 
sell them on eBay. This is a great way to make easy money.
Supplies Needed: Computer with internet access, items donated, cardboard boxes, and shipping labels.

Bigger & Better: Take a random item from around the house and go door-to-door asking people to trade 
you for an item that is bigger or better than the item you currently have. This usually results with an item 
that is of great value or an amount of money. If it’s cash, put it towards your trip.  If it’s an item, you can 
sell it or keep on trading.
Supplies Needed: Item to trade and your best smile. 

Support Letters
One of the most effective ways to raise the money for your trip is through sending support letters. Here 
are a few things to keep in mind when sending your letters out: 

• A nice, typed, well-written letter is best. 
• Be sure to include your Missionary ID#.
• Get several people to check your work!  Spelling and grammar errors are not effective ways of 

raising support. 
• Make sure to personalize it at the end. Write a short hand-written note to each supporter at the 

bottom of the letter. 
• Letters should not be longer than three-fourths of a page. 
• If possible, include a stamped return envelope with your name and address on it. 
• A good idea is to include a recent picture of yourself.  This is a great reminder for your supporters 

to keep you in their prayers.  
• Thank you cards are a MUST!  As soon as you receive a gift from a supporter, a phone call and/

or thank you card should be given within a week.  A follow up letter after the trip is also a must. 
 Include pictures from your trip and an exciting story or two.
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Here is a sample of a support letter you can use as a guideline when writing your letter:

Sample Support Letter
Dear Mr. and Mrs. Smith, 

Hi! This has been an amazing year!!! I am currently in my second year of college at ORU and 
am loving it! Recently I had a very exciting opportunity arise- I got accepted into a very unique short-term 
mission trip called Mystery Trip. For this mission trip, every detail, including the location, is a complete 
secret until moments before it occurs.

The day we leave, we will uncover clues to reveal where we are going and what we will be 
doing. The entire trip, from ministries to outreaches, will be revealed through clues and challenges. In the 
past, missionaries have been to South Africa, Cambodia, Thailand, China, the Philippines, Italy, France, 
and England. Yet while this trip will be exciting and adventurous, the true heart of the trip will be in telling 
the world about Christ. 

In order to participate on this trip I must raise $3500 by May 11th. Mr. and Mrs. Smith, would you 
be one of sixty people to make a one-time contribution of $60 to help me reach this goal? Your 
contribution would be greatly appreciated; not only by me, but also by countless people who have yet to 
know the name of Christ. Please include my ID # 021 in the memo line, rather than my name. This will 
ensure that the money will be credited to my account! Thank you so much for your time and your prayers. 

Sincerely,

Zoe Johnson
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